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the local Baltinore Sun, we can see that there's a
growi ng dependency fromthe state. These ads are paid
for with state dollars, taxpayer dollars.

The trend is that we want to see this
reversed at the state level and the local |evel where
gover nment shoul d be a protector and not a predator

And | thank you all for being involved
with us in this issue.

Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON JAMES: M. Hollingsworth

MR HOLLI NGSWORTH:  Thank you very much.

I"'mPierre Hollingsworth of the NAACP of
Atlantic Gty and also a former city conmi ssi oner when
gam ng was passed in the Gty of Atlantic Cty.

This year represents 21 years since the
passage of gaming in Atlantic Gty. Many of the
residents of Horace Bryant, Jr. Drive, the West Side,
Monroe, Venice Park, this same | agoon area supported
and voted for gaming for the job opportunities and
econom ¢ devel opnent that was presented.

Organi zati ons t hroughout this threatened

area have adjusted to the traffic down OChio Avenue,
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construction of the Convention Center, and increased
fumes from Route 30, which is Absecon Boul evard
traffic.

Now, because environnental |aws have given
greater protection to birds and wetl ands and due to
the fear of lawsuits by environnental groups, New
Jersey state governnent and an unlicensed casi no who
left town years ago because of strict governnent
regul ati ons have turned to abandoni ng their support of
t hi s nei ghborhood and to uproot famlies fromtheir
hones.

What has changed since the unani mous no
vote to the tunnel that was supported by the mayor and
all of city council? Many were wi ned and dined in Las
Vegas. They returned to Atlantic Cty and changed
their vote.

Clearly, it appears that an effort has
started to buy out famlies and intimdate those who
oppose this program by | abeling them as people who are
opposed to jobs and economi c devel opment and grow h

What is actually being said is that a

choi ce nust be nade between wetl|l ands and birds first
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and people and their famlies and nei ghborhoods I ast.
Do we have | aws on the books that say all other plans
must be exhausted, including noving famlies, before
the wetl ands or birds can be disturbed? It appears
that this is the easy way to nmove out the bl ack
conmuni ty.

Just as roadways throughout the 1960s
tranpl ed through urban communities, state governnent
and the mrage is saying, "Let's continue to do that.
Wiy change?" It takes nore than effort to be
sensitive

Thi s connector tunnel, cut-and-cover
project, or whatever you want to call it, will destroy
a very stable residential comunity.

The popul ation of Atlantic Gty has been
reduced to 35,000, and it used to be 48,000 in 1976
and for many years there have al ways been di scussions
to build across the wetlands, but now because Steve
Wnn said that he would not build in Atlantic City
unl ess he has a road to his casino, governnent puppets
have changed their mnd

This is not about nine hones. It is about
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a comunity.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: M. McCabe.

MR. McCABE: Yes, thank you, distinguished
nmenbers of the Conmi ssion

My nanme is Christopher McCabe, and |'ve
represented Maryland's 14th Senate District since
1991. Wiile | have been involved in a variety of
i ssues inpacting ny state since entering public
service, the issue of expanded ganbling has conmmanded
nmy greatest focus over the past three years.

In 1995, in response to what | perceived
was a concerted effort by out-of-state interests to
try to legalize casinos in Maryland, | co-founded
Maryl anders Agai nst Casi nos, a grassroots business and
citizen coalition opposed to this legalization

Aside fromganbling that is authorized on
I ndi an | ands, the debate over ganbling, how rmuch, what
ki nd, where, is largely decided by el ected
legislators in state capitals across America. In
1995, the Maryl and Ceneral Assenbly created a task

force simlar in scope to the National Ganbling | npact
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